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the old bau..lcs" (Clark, 1977). Part.icularly notewortJ1y, 
even heretical, was Stringficld's suggestion that re­
ports of crashes of UFOs, rejected by serious investi­
gators ever since the Scully hoax of 1950, be reexam­
ined in the light of testimony from such seemingly 
reliable sources as a Presbyterian minister and a 
former Wright-Patterson Air Force Base employee. 
Despite criticism from some ufologists, the next year 
Stringfield presented the first in a series of papers on 
"retrievals of the third kind" at the annual MUFON 

•• conference (Stringfield, l 978). 

Soon such claims were occupying Stringfield's full 
allention, and he developed a number of sources, 
most of whose names he insisted on keeping anony­
mous. One of them was a physician who claimed to 
have performed autopsies on humanoid bodies for 
the Air Force. Though some of Stringfield's cases 
were later proven to be hoaxes (Clark, 1980a), in time 
other investigators overcame their resistance to the 
idea of crashed discs, after one alleged crash, a July 
194 7 episode known as the " Roswell incident," be­
came the subject of extensive investigation and docu­
mentation (Moore, 1985; Randle and Schmitt, 1991; 
Schmitt, 1990). If Stringfield is proven right, history 
will record that he was a pioneer who reopened 
ufology's most important, albeit most-long-neglect­
ed, <]uestion. 
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SWAN/CIA CONTACT STORY 
If Frances Swan of Eliot, Maine, had not lived next /:/<..>✓•. ' . 
door to retired Navy Adm. Herbert B. Knowles, 
practically no one would ever have heard of her. And 
if practically no one had ever heard of her, a UFO 
legend would never have been born. 

The legend has it that on July 6, 1959, a Naval 
Intelligence officer established psychic contact with 
beings from another world. The incident occurred at 
CIA headquarters in full view of three high-level 
agency functionaries . Chalicnged to prove their reali­
ty, the aliens flew a UFO past the building. As three 
CIA men watched it ~ugh-me window, the radar 
center at Washington National Airport was puzzled 
to find that its returns from that area of the sky had 
been "blocked off' in some mysterious fashion. 

This is the story told in Robert Emenegger's UFOs 
Past, Present and Future (1974), based on testimony 
from those who participated in the event. The story, 
like all good stories, was one that grew in the telling. 
The real story goes like this: 

In 1954 Mrs. Swan, a woman with a life-long interest 
in psychic and spiritual phenomena, confided to 
Adm. Knowles and his wife Helen that she was in 
contact with beings from another world. She traced 
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this a ociation l>ack to an incident that had taken 
place on Halloween night 1953, as she was standing 
on a ladder hanging decorations in the Grange Hall. 
A di tinguished-looking stranger walked into the 
building. Because he didn't seem to know anybody, 
she engaged him in polite conversation, and he left 
not long afterwards. Though nothing out of the 
ordinary had taken place, the man impressed Swan, 
and she remembered him vividly. 

Starting about six months later, she began hearing a 
whistling sound in her left ear. Then on April 30, 
1954, at 5 P.M., she felt herself compelled to write 
these words: "WE COME WILL HELP KEEP PEACE 
ON EU DO OT BE FRIGHTENED" (Fitzgerald, 
1979). Three days later a second message was deliv­
ered via automatic writing. The communicator iden­
tified himself as Affa, calling from an enormous 
spaceship which had flown in from Uranus. (Affa's 
presence in earth's region of space had been no ted 
already by George Hunt Williamson and Alfred C. 
Bailey, two Arizona men who reported receiving 
ra.ili.o--and telepathic messages from him and other 
extraterrestrials [Williamson and Bai ley, 1954]. ) He 
was, he said, the stranger she had met in the Grange 
I !all. In the days that followed, other messages came 
in, not only from Affa but from other bei ngs (among 
them Ponnar of Pluto and Alo mar of Mercury) repre­
senting tJ1e Universal Association of Planets . They 
would announce their presence with an ear-piercing 
whistle or ringing. 

On May 18 Affa asked her to write a letter to the Navy, 
which would be able to receive the space people's 
radio communications. Swan tho ught of her neigh­
bor Adm. Knowles, whom she knew only casually, 
and went to relate the story to him. Knowles, as it 
turned out, was interested in UFOs and would later 
join the board of the National Investigations Com• 
mittce on Aerial Phenomena. The Knowleses heard 
her out and noted her obvious sincerity; ye t they had 
reservations about the reality of the space co ntac ts. 
Still, when Swan told them that Affa had promised a 
personal appearance at Swan's home at 1:12 P.M. on 
May 26, they could not resist the invitation. 

But when Affa did not show up, Knowles recalled, 
"Mrs. Swan appeared to be very much provoked ... 
and was indignant to the point where she declared 

323 

Swan/CIA Contact Story 

tJ1a t if he couldn't produce for her she was about 
ready to be through wi th the whole deal . All at once, 
a t abou t 1 :25 r .M., she began to write the following 
message: 'I am very sorry person not to be able .t~ g<;_t _____ _ 
there at the time appointed '" (Fitzgerald, op. cil.). 

Aff a's nonappearance notwithstandi ng, Knowles had 
a list of questions fo r the Uranian. When he asked 
these qu es tions, he recalled, "The answers came 
through without hesita tion , any apparent premedita-
tion or confusion on her part. She wrote swiftly and 
smoothly in a peculiar hand" (ibid.). 

The following day Knowles wrote Rear Adm. C. B. 
Espe, head of tJ1e Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI) 
and enclosed some of the messages. He passed on 
Affa 's sugges tion that ONI try to communicate with 
Affa through Band CMM-306, repeating the signal 
M4 M4 A F F A. When there was no immediate 
response, Knowles wrote again on June 6. "Believe 
me," he said, "these messages are real .... Commu­
nication has been established with earth through 
Mrs. Swan ... . Can you read these communications 
and believe they are the product of Mrs. Swan's 
imagination?" 

On June 8 two ONI officers, Capts.John Bromley and 
Harry Baltazzi, called on Swan and through her 
interviewed Affa. After declining to appear personal­
ly, Affa agreed to communicate via radio at 2 P.M. on 
the tenth . But no such transmission came through, 
and on Jul~Adm. Espe wrote Knowles to say, in 
effect, thit. ONI would pursue the matter no further. 
ft turned the letters over to the Navy's Bureau of 
Aeronautics. A security officer tJ1ere, John Hutson, 
developed a personal interest in the case and so 
informed Knowles, who invited him up to Maine. On 
July 24 Hutson took up the invitation and stayed at 
the Knowles residence for two days. 

On his return to Washington, Hutson gave the FBI 
report of his visit. On July 29 an agent interviewed 
him, and on August 9 .J. Edgar Hoover sent a 
account of the interview to the Air Force's Official o 
Special Investigations, with copies to the Director o . 
Naval Intelligence and to the Assistant Chief of Sta(J, 
G-2, U.S. Army. Hoover wrote at the end of the 
memo: " No further action is being taken in this 
matter by this I3ureau" (Clark, 1989). 

The in ident was forgo ucn for five years . Then one 
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day in 1959 U .. Navy Cmdr. Julius La rsen, an ONI 
liai on onicer to CIA's Photographic Intelligence 
Center in Washington (not, as some later accounts 
would have it, "CIA headquarters"), found the mate­
rial in a fi le and decided to follow up on it. Larsen, a 
young, enthusi astic man, had a keen interest in 
spirituaJi m and required little convincing of Affa's 
exi tence. On July 5, wilh the avy pilot who had 
accompanied him, he called on the Knowleses, in 
whose company he spent the evening interviewi ng 

wan. He became so excited that he tried his own 
hand at automatic writing. Though the comm unica­
tor igned himself Affa, Swan insisted it was not her 
Affa. "He swallowed everything," she said later. "He 
just went overboard" (Fitzgerald, op. cit. ). 

Back in Washington tJ1e next day, Larsen headed fo r 
tJ1e office of I.he Center's director, Arthur Lundahl, 
whom he knew to be interested in UFOs and other 
strange phenomena. Lundahl lis tened carefull y, as 
did his assistant, Lt. Cmdr. Robert Neasham, on loan 
from the avy. easham knew sometJ1ing about 
UFOs; he had been involved in the Navy's analysis of 
tJ1e Utah film, said to be of a group of UFOs in the 
daylight sky. 

Lundahl and Neasham urged Larsen to try to contact 
the extraterrestrials. Larsen entered a mild trance 
state an d asked questions aloud. When he "heard" 
answers inside his head, he wro te them down. The 
communicator again signed himself Affa. 

When Neasham challenged Affa lo appear in person 
or to Jct them see his craft, Larsen suddenly swi tched 
from writing to speaking and said, "Go to the win­
dow." Lundahl saw nothing out of the ordinary, but 

easham insisted I.hat a spaceship was hiding behind 
some fluffy clouds. Many years later Lundahl told 
ufologist W. Todd Zechel, "At no ti me did I sec a 
spaceship or a UFO and to tJ1e bes t of my knowledge 
neitJ1er did [Neasham]" (Zcchel, 1978). Neasham 
also claimed that he had con tacted the radar people 
at Washington National Airport and heard from 
I.hem that the particular quadrant of the sky in which 
tJ1e UFO supposedly appeared had bee n "blocked 
out." There is no independent evidence to support 
I.his assertion. 

Lundahl sugges ted that Neasham contact Project 
Blue Book and ask its acting director, Maj . Robert 
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Friend, to stop at PIC headquarters next time he was 
in Washington . But Neasham was less casual about it; 
he urged Friend to come immediately for a briefing. 
Friend showed up on Ju ly 9 and heard Neasham's 
version of tJie episode. Larsen even managed to elicit 
messages from the space people, but they turned 
down his request for a 0y-over. 

When Friend returned to Blue Book headquarters at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio, he 
prepared a memo and submitted it to his superior at 
the Air Technical Intell igence Center. In I.he folklore ? 
tJ1at would grow around the inciden t, this memoran-
dum would become kn own as a " CIA document." In 
any case, Friend's superiors told him to forget about 
it; they woul d take care of it. That was the las t word he 
would hear about it from official sources. 

The matter res ted until years later when J. Allen 
Hynek fou nd Friend 's memo in the Blue Book files 
and copied it. SubsequcntJy the document came in to 
the hands of the producer and scriptwriter for a 
doG une'! tary film, UFOs: Pas½ Present and Future 
(which would also be published as a paperback book). 
Under the impression tJ1 at it was a CIA document, 
they discussed the matter with Maj . Leo Vrana, a 
technical adviser assigned to tJ1e film by the Depart-
ment of Defense, and Vrana sent a copy to the -
Secreta ry of the Air Force Office of Information 
(SAFOI). Meanwhile historian David M. Jacobs, also 
serving as a technical consultant on the film, inter­
viewed Friend. Friend call ed SAFOI to ask permis-
sion to discuss the incident. SAFOI told him to go 
ahead since the filmmakers already had tJie memo. 
Later J acobs recounted I.he incident in h is The UFO 
Controversy in America (1975). 

Sources: 

Clark, Jerome. "UFO Reporter: The CIA and · e 
Space People." Fate 42,9 (September 1989): 1 • 
18,22-23,26,28. 

Emenegger, Robert. UFOs Pas½ Present and Future. 
New York: Ballantine Books, 1974. 

Fitzgerald, Randall. " Messages: The Case History of 
Contactee." SecondLook 1,12 (October 1979): 12· 
18,28-29. 

J acobs, David Michael. The UFO Controversy in Ameri­
ca. Bloomington, IN: Indiana Universi ty Press, 
1975. 



The Emergence of a Phenomenon 

Williamson, George 1-1 ., and Alfred C. Bailey. The 
Saucers Speak!: A Docwnentary Report of Interstellar 
Communication by Radiotel.egmphy. Los Angeles: New 
Age Publishing Co., 1954. 

Zechel, W. Todd. "1959 'Psychic' Incident Added to 

325 

Swan, Frances 

UFO Folklore: CA US Finds Discrepancies." ]wt 
Cause 1,6 (September 1978):7-11. 

SWAN, FRANCES. See Swan/CIA Contact 
Story. 


